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FY2011-2012 

GRANT REVIEW PANELISTS

Artists in Schools Panelists:

Richard Mathias is a professional musician with 40+ years of experience performing with Bay Area theater pit orchestras, classical chamber ensembles, orchestras, and jazz groups. He studied composition and electronic music at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music after first attending Chabot College. An active educator, Richard teaches at the Branson School in Marin. Previous positions include the Nueva School in Hillsborough and the Preparatory Music Department at Holy Names University in Oakland.  Richard is a third generation Oakland resident.

Gary Turchin is a performance poet, artist and writer. His interactive poetry show, Gary T. & his PoetTree, features his original rhymes and poems. He has performed it in more than 350 schools and libraries throughout the state. He was on the performance roster of Young Audiences of San Francisco and the Silicon Valley and was awarded three performance art grants from the Oakland Cultural Funding Program. Gary has released an audiotape, On the Day Before Tomorrow! and a CD, My Pants Want to Dance! with his original verse. He has published two chapbooks of verse; I Want to Write a Poem, But... and The Silly-Verse Universe. Gary is the author/illustrator of The Book of Self & Other Drawings (1995) and the just released If I Were You (2011), which is getting rave reviews and a warm reception everywhere. Gary was also a Knight-Ridder newspaper columnist (1999-2004) in Oakland’s Montclarion newspaper, and a graphic artist whose funny t-shirts designs were sold in major national catalogues. He wrote, performed and produced a one-man show about his life as a vagabond craft show artist and t-shirt designer that played on and off for two years in the Bay Area and Seattle. 

Suki O'Kane is an Oakland-based musician and arts instigator working in areas of music, film, public art, intermedia and social practice. Her work focuses on improvisational and ensemble strategies in monumental context, from the nomadic public art project Illuminated Corridor (

 HYPERLINK "http://www.illuminatedcorridor.com" \o "blocked::http://www.illuminatedcorridor.com/" www.illuminatedcorridor.com) to composing projects such as Theatre of Yugen's Cycle Plays (2007) and Erik Ehn's What A Stranger May Know, a collective of 32 composers writing 32 songs for 32 plays to be performed simultaneously in remembrance of the Virginia Tech Massacre (April 2012). She has collaborated with many artists, cultural collectives and art institutions in planning, production and performance contexts, including Neighborhood Public Radio, Oakland Underground Film Festival and Thingamajigs Performance Group. Her past affiliations include the Museum of Children's Art, 21 Grand. She currently serves on the City of Oakland Cultural Affairs Commission's Funding Advisory Committee and is the Director of Operations of Northern California Grantmakers.

Barni Axmed Qaasim is an Oakland filmmaker and multimedia artist. Her work spans from documentary film to music videos to multi-media art installations. She is dedicated to capturing images and sounds that portray low-income people, people of color, LGBTQ people, women and children in ways that are dignified and inspiring. Barni's feature length documentary, Catching Babies, which follows women as they learn midwifery on the USA/ Mexico border, was released in the fall of 2011. A Little Rebirth, an earlier work, follows her Somali community in Phoenix, Arizona. Barni works closely with grassroots migrants' right organizations in Arizona and in Oakland.

Winifred Day is an art consultant and founder of Art Management Services Group LLC dba Fine Art by Day. For over 25 years Ms. Day has managed art acquisition projects for corporate and municipal clients.  Projects have included large-scale, site-specific public art commissions for both new construction and historical renovations.  Her established relationships with artists, galleries, art brokers, art dealers, framers, and installers allows all projects to receive customized attention. Ms. Day has completed over 300 projects.

 Fine Art by Day is a client focused firm and does not represent artists.  We serve as a key partner for architects, corporate and municipal clients to satisfy artwork needs and goals of each of their projects.  Clients have identified that the creative use of art media encourages motivation among employees, staff, and visitors to the facility.  Fine Art by Day integrates a team approach, working with you to accomplish your art program goals.

 Ms. Day completed her B.S. in Education from Northeastern University in Boston and completed MBA coursework at Cornell University in Ithaca, NY.  She holds a K-6 teaching certificate from the State of California and occasionally serves as a substitute teacher for the Oakland Unified School District.

Individual Artist Panelists

Lucie Faulknor has over 20 years experience in arts administration. She has assisted Academy award nominated documentary filmmaker, Dorothy Fadiman and feature film director, Lynn Hershman-Leeson. Lucie produced Ireland’s first Women in Film and Video Film Festival in Dublin and developed and produced “Artists Up-Close” a series of lectures in San Francisco featuring Bobby McFerrin, Wayne Shorter, Sydney Pollack, Laurie Anderson and many others. She has managed fundraising campaigns for a number of theater companies, including Marin Theater Company’s season featuring the world premiere of Tennessee Williams’ Spring Storm. Lucy has been the publicity director the Dublin (Ireland) Fringe Theatre Festival, San Francisco’s Working Women Theater Festival, the Irish Arts Foundation, 4 Non Blondes and various independent musicians, artists, actors and filmmakers. She has a Bachelor of Arts degree from San Francisco State University in Arts Management and completed all course work for a Master’s degree in Nonprofit Administration from the University of San Francisco.

Genessa Kealoha is an award-winning, multidisciplinary artist working in fine art and music. She studied the double bass with Shinji Eshima at San Francisco State University, recorded several albums, and toured and performed with bands such as All my Pretty ones and the Crooked Jades. Kealoha has been exhibiting art work and receiving awards for her work since high school. She is currently studying painting at San Francisco State University and actively involved in the arts, exhibiting in galleries such as The Compound Gallery in Oakland and Modern Eden Gallery in San Francisco. Oil painting is her media of choice, but she is also experienced in figure sculpture and ceramics. 

Samuelle Richardson is a visual artist who has studied at the University of Valencia (Spain), and in New York at several art institutions that include the School of Visual Arts, New York Academy of Art, and the Fashion Institute of Technology. Her work was commissioned for the San Francisco General Hospital Foundation’s “Heroes and Heart” exhibition in 2008, and “The Painter,” a commercial for Microsoft Windows Embedded. Her work is included in the collections of Alameda County Art Commission, McCann Erickson, and the U.S. Embassy American Center Library (Rangoon, Burma). As a designer and illustrator, her clients include The New Yorker, Harper’s Bazaar, San Francisco Magazine, Ralph Lauren, Anne Klein and Guilford Textiles. 

Theo Aytchan Williams is the Artistic Director of SambaFunk! “Carnaval Explosion.”  Theo studied Carnaval dance and drum under Mestre Carlos Aceituno founder of the acclaimed Carnaval group Fogo Na Roupa. Theo was named Carnaval King of the S.F. Carnaval, and since then, has played an active role in the Oakland/San Francisco Bay Area cultural arts community. His dance experience also includes West African, Colombian Cumbia, Puerto Rican Bomba and 

Theo Aytchan Williams (continued)

Latin Reggaeton. Theo is the Executive Producer of CaribelinQ Omnimedia, digital media & arts production company which specializes in African, Caribbean & Latin Arts & Entertainment, a member of the Latin Grammys and Producer of the San Francisco Carnaval King & Queen Competition, World Carnaval & Cuica Y Clave. Theo is committed to supporting the economic development of the Oakland community, and has been a member of the community panel for the Community and Economic Development Block Grant process for District 3.

Lori Zook has been involved in arts production and administration since 1991. A resident of Oakland since 1983, she became the executive director of Oakland Opera Theater in 1998. During her tenure, the company developed an administrative infrastructure, experienced substantial audience growth, and successfully began fundraising. She also co-founded the company's venue, the Oakland Metro in 2001. She has served on arts funding panels for the City of Oakland and the Arts Council of Silicon Valley, and has been involved in several other arts initiatives, including ArtVote, She is currently a member of the City of Oakland’s Funding Advisory Committee, has served on the Oakland Cultural Arts Commission. 

Organization Project Panelists:
Lauren Maher has a background in grant making, loan making and program management.  She currently serves as Program Officer for Collaborative Philanthropy at Northern California Grantmakers, based in San Francisco, CA.  In this position, she supports Bay Area nonprofits through the Arts Loan Fund and Emergency Loan Fund. From 1998-2006, she worked at the Rockefeller Foundation, first in the Population Sciences program, supporting grantees working on adolescent reproductive health in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia and later as Program Coordinator for The Philanthropy Workshop, a donor education and networking program.  While at the Foundation, she served on the Corporate Citizenship Committee and the Strategy Team for Investing in Women.  She also served as Program Director for NYU Law School’s Center for Human Rights and Global Justice.  Most recently, she served as Senior Program Officer at the Firelight Foundation, managing grants in Rwanda, South Africa and Zimbabwe.  From 2003-2004, she was a Coro Leadership New York Fellow.  Lauren serves on the Board of Directors for Global Learning Across Borders. She holds B.A. from University of Mary Washington and is pursuing a Masters of Public Health at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.  
Polly Moller is a composer, performer and improviser based in Oakland.

 She is a member of the band Reconnaissance Fly and the Outsound Presents Board of Directors, and a contributing editor at Sequenza21. The composing bug bit her in 1995, after she earned degrees in flute performance and twentieth-century performance practice from San Francisco State University and UC Santa Cruz.  Since then her pieces have been performed and published nationally and internationally, and she has been awarded grants by the American Composers Forum Subito program, the American Composers Forum Encore Program, the American Composers Forum Community Partners program, and the National Foundation for Advancement in the Arts.

Alan So is an artist, designer, and cultural producer supporting innovative art for over 14 years. He founded San Francisco-based non-profit MEDIATE Art Group in 1998 to give diverse artists a forum to create and disseminate works to a world in desperate need of innovative ideas. In 2002, Alan created what is now know as Soundwave Festival, San Francisco's Innovative Arts Biennial and spoken at educational institutions and conferences such as the California College of the Arts, and the Symposium of Independent Arts. His work has been featured on PBS, San Francisco Magazine (Best of 2007 Award), SF Chronicle, SF Bay Guardian, 7×7, SFWeekly, BBC Radio, NPR, amongst others.

Carvell Wallace is an actor, writer, and musician who has performed and trained in New York, Los Angeles, Germany, Pennsylvania and The Bay Area. A graduate of New York University's renowned Experimental Theatre Wing, Carvell has over two decades of professional performance work.  He began his career as a child actor in Los Angeles, attending Los Angeles High School For the Arts, and performing over a dozen plays with both amateur and professional theatre companies. Carvel studied extensively in New York where he attended The Conservatory at Tisch School Of The Arts, working with Steve Wangh, Kevin Khulke, Jonathan Hart Makwia, and Louie Sheeder of Royal Shakespeare Company. He has also performed with Bread and Puppet Theatre, and as a company member of Yoshiko Chuma's School Of Hard Knocks Dance Company. Carvell moved to Oakland in 2000 where he performed as a guitarist and singer with such varied acts as Eggplant Casino, Jolie Holland, The Original Intentions, Kevin Carnes of the Broun Fellinis, and began his own project, The Accidental Beauties, which won the Live 105 Battle Of the Bands in 2005.  Carvell returned to acting in 2006 with lead roles in Othello and Romeo and Juliet with West Oakland's Lower Bottom Players, and writing and starring a number of short films both in Oakland and Los Angeles. Carvell is also a published author with pieces appearing in Rad Dad Magazine, and The Making of a New Democracy, edited by June Jordan.  Finally, Carvell brings fifteen years of direct youth work and program administration experience, having worked as a teacher, mentor, and arts instructor with at-risk youth in from Rikers Island, and Spofford Detention facilities, as a Program Director with youth from Log Cabin Ranch. Today, he works with former foster youth at First Place For Youth, and is working on a second full length screenplay, and a collection of short stories.

Dania J. Wright is an Oakland, CA native whose roots and passion lie in the arts, education, and community development. An artist herself, Wright credits local non-profit organizations for some of her earliest exposure to the visual and performing arts. She specifically credits the East Oakland Youth Development Center (EOYDC) for sparking her interest in the non-profit work. Her very first job, while a high school student, was in a programming and development capacity at EOYDC. In 2006, she earned her BA in animation, with a minor in studio arts from Loyola Marymount University's School of Film & Television. Wright currently works in communications and development for the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. When she's not working, Wright serves as Programming & Art Education Co-Chair for the Museum of the African Diaspora, volunteers in development and as a mentor for the East Oakland Youth Development Center, enjoys creating art and making beautiful things out of junk.
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