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GREATER DOWNTOWN OAK�ND

DOWNTOWN

DISCOVER
GREAT NEIGHBORHOODS

AIRPORT
Main strip: Hegenberger Rd.  Who you’ll fi nd walking around: Athletes, pilots, in-transit  

Neighborhood giant: Oakland International Airport (OAK) and the Oracle Arena & O.co Coliseum 

complex  Best airport meal: A mini version of Heinold’s First and Last Chance Saloon in Terminal 1 

CHINATOWN

Main strip: 8th Street (near Webster)  Main architecture: California bungalows built in the early 20th 

century  Neighborhood giant: Pacifi c Renaissance Plaza  Well-known residents: Amy Tan, Bruce 

Lee  Where to mingle with locals: Madison Park, Pacifi c Renaissance Plaza, Restaurant Peony

DIAMOND DISTRICT

Main strip:  Fruitvale Avenue (at MacArthur)  Architecture: 1920s bungalows, Mission Revivals  

Neighborhood giant: Dimond Canyon and Sausal Creek  Best Salvadorian pupusa: Tamales Mi Lupita 

(featured by Anthony Bourdain) close to Fruitvale  Where to mingle with locals: Caff e Diem, Dimond 

Park, Farmer Joe’s

DOWNTOWN

Main strip: Broadway (from 8th to 17th streets)  Main architecture: Mid 1800s to 1940s storefronts 

with some gorgeous examples of Art Deco  Neighborhood giant: Frank Ogawa Plaza at City Hall  

Well-known icons: The Cathedral Building, the best example of Gothic Revival in the U.S., and The 

Tribune Tower, former home base for the Oakland Tribune  Where to mingle with locals: Awaken 

Cafe, City Center, Tribune Tavern, Oaklandish

FRUITVALE

Main strip:  International Blvd.  Architecture: 1920s bungalows, Mission Revivals  Neighborhood 

giant: Fruitvale Public Market and the Village  Best ceviche: Mariscos La Costa  Where to mingle 

with locals: Mexican bakeries like Bakery El Sol

GLENVIEW

Main strip:  Park Boulevard Architecture: Bungalows  Neighborhood giant: Dimond Park  

Where to mingle with locals: Blackberry Bistro

GRAND� KE/� KESHORE

Main strips:  Grand & Lakeshore avenues  Main architecture: Art Deco to 1950s fl ats  

Neighborhood giants: Lake Merri�  and Grand Lake Theater  Best slice: Boot & Shoe Service  

Where to mingle with locals: Lakeside Park, the Saturday farmers market, and, at night, The Alley

JACK LONDON

Main strip: Embarcadero  Main architecture: A combination of warehouses and storefronts from the 

1880s to 1980s  Neighborhood giant: Jack London Square  Well-known icon: The signature cranes 

in the distance at the Port of Oakland  Where to mingle with locals: Beer Revolution, Chop Bar, Blue 

Bo� le Coff ee

MONTC� IR

Main strip: Mountain Blvd.  Main architecture: Storybook co� ages, manicured manses  

Neighborhood giant: Montclair Village  Well-known resident: Governor Jerry Brown  Where to 

mingle with locals: Montclair Egg Shop, Farmstead Cheeses & Wine, Joaquin Miller Park

OLD OAK� ND

Main strip:  Washington (between 8th and 9th)  Main architecture: 1880s into early 20th century  

Neighborhood giant: The mini-food hall, Swan’s Market  Best sandwich: The Italian combo at Ra� o’s 

International Market and Deli, opened in 1897  Where to mingle with locals: Miss Ollie’s, Friday 

farmers market, The Trappist

PIEDMONT AVENUE

Main strip:  Piedmont Avenue  Architecture: Stately manors, Cra� sman  Neighborhood giants: 

Julia Morgan-designed Chapel of the Chimes and Frederick Law Olmsted’s Mountain View Cemetery 

 Best ode to a potato: Gregoire’s crispy potato puff   Where to mingle with locals:  Fentons 

Creamery, Gaylord’s Caff e Espresso, Piedmont Theatre

ROCKRIDGE

Main strip: College Avenue  Main architecture: California bungalows built in the early 20th century 

 Neighborhood giant: Market Hall  Best burger: Wood Tavern  Where to mingle with locals: 

Cole Coff ee, Market Hall, Á Côté, Diesel Books

TEMESCAL

Main strip: Telegraph Avenue (between 40th and 51st)  Main architecture: A medley of pre-war 

duplexes and bungalows, with a Victorian thrown in  Neighborhood giant: Temescal Alleys or the 

vacant Hooper’s Chocolates  Well-known residents: Top Oakland restaurateurs Chef Charlie 

Hallowell & Chef Preeti Mistry  Where to mingle with locals: Beauty’s Bagel Shop, Pizzaiolo, Kingfi sh

UPTOWN
Main strip:  Broadway and Telegraph (between 17th and 25th streets)  Main architecture: Early to mid 

1900s, with loads of Art Deco masterpieces  Neighborhood giants: Paramount and Fox theaters  

Best burger: Plum Where to mingle with locals: Sweet Bar Bakery, the Bodega at Duende, Dogwood

WEST OAK� ND

Main strip:  7th Street  Main architecture: Victorians, brick and corrugated warehouses  

Neighborhood giant: Port of Oakland  Well-known residents: author Novella Carpenter, artist Bruce 

Beasley  Where to mingle with locals: Linden Street Brewery, The Crucible and Brown Sugar Kitchen

UPTOWN
Main strip:  Broadway and Telegraph 

(between 17th and 25th streets)  

Main architecture: Early to mid 1900s, 

with loads of Art Deco masterpieces 

 Neighborhood giants: Paramount 

and Fox theaters  Best burger: Plum 

Where to mingle with locals: Sweet 

Bar Bakery, the Bodega at Duende, 

Dogwood

OLD OAK� ND

Main strip:  Washington (between 8th 

and 9th)  Main architecture: 1880s 

into early 20th century  Neighborhood 

giant: The mini-food hall, Swan’s Market 

 Best sandwich: The Italian combo at 

Ra� o’s International Market and Deli, 

opened in 1897  Where to mingle with 

locals: Miss Ollie’s, Friday farmers mar-

ket, The Trappist

JACK LONDON

Main strip: Embarcadero  Main archi-

tecture: A combination of warehouses 

and storefronts from the 1880s to 1980s 

 Neighborhood giant: Jack London 

Square  Well-known icon: The signa-

ture cranes in the distance at the Port of 

Oakland  Where to mingle with locals: 

Beer Revolution, Chop Bar, Blue Bo� le 

Coff ee

CHINATOWN

Main strip: 8th Street (near Webster) 

 Main architecture: California bunga-

lows built in the early 20th century  

Neighborhood giant: Pacifi c Renaissance 

Plaza  Well-known residents: Amy 

Tan, Bruce Lee  Where to mingle with 

locals: Madison Park, Pacifi c Renaissance 

Plaza, Restaurant Peony
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