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MINUTES 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER :  
A meeting of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission was held on Wednesday, June 8, 2011 at the Lakeside 
Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland.  Co-Chair Commissioner Montauk convened the meeting at 4:38 
p.m.  Audree V. Jones-Taylor, OPR Director, conducted the roll call.      

 
2. ROLL CALL :   
 Present: Judy Belcher, Wade Finlinson, Michael Hammock, Howard Matis, Barry Miller, Susan Montauk, 

Marsha Peterson, Brad Ricards, Jeffrey Taylor, Ellen Wu 
 
 Excused: Calvin Wong 
 
 Staff Present: Audree V. Jones-Taylor, Gail McMillon, Dana Riley, Sarah Herbelin, Cynthia Armstrong 

 
3. DISPOSITION OF MINUTES : 

Minutes of the May 11, 2011 meeting. 
MOTION: Commissioner Montauk entertained a motion to approve the May 11, 2011 meeting minutes. 
Moved by: Commissioner Taylor Seconded by: Commissioner Taylor 
 
CORRECTION TO THE MINUTES :  Commissioner Matis reported that the May 11, 2011 minutes should 
reflect that there in the vote on Item 12 – Conditional Use Permit, there was 1 opposing vote rather than 1 
abstention.  

 
 MOTION:   Commissioner Montauk entertained a motion to approve the May 11, 2011 meeting minutes with 
 modifications.  

Moved by: Commissioner Hammock Seconded by: Commissioner Taylor Motion:  1 Abstention: Commissioner 
Peterson Motion: Passed 

 
4. SPECIAL ORDERS: 
 None 
            
5. PRAC PENDING LIST : 

A. Commissioner Report Update, Commissioner Taylor: 
 Report held over until the July meeting.    

  
6. MODIFICATIONS TO THE AGENDA : 

 
MOTION:   Commissioner Montauk entertained a motion to move Item 15 - Open Forum forward on the agenda 
before Item 7.  
Moved by: Commissioner Belcher Seconded by: Commissioner Taylor: Motion:  Passed 

  
7. CONSENT NEW BUSINESS:  
  
 A.  Request Approval for Permission to Collect Donations for the American Red Cross Out for Blood 

      Blood 5k Fun/Run/Walk on Saturday, October 22, 2011 at Lakeside Park Sailboat House Area:  Staff     
      received a request from the American Red Cross for permission to collect donations on-site at the Lakeside              
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      Park Sailboat House Picnic Area on Saturday, October 22, 2011. 
 

   
B. Request for Permission to Accept On-site Registration/Donation Fees for the Leukemia & Lymphoma     

Society’s Team in Training Summer Marathon Walk at Lakeside Park on Monday, September 5, 2011: 
       The Office of Parks and Recreation has received a request from JoAnna Bradley for permission to collect on-   
       site registration/donation fees for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s Team in Training Summer Marathon   
       Walk at Lakeside Park on Monday, September 5, 2011.  Fees collected from the event will be donated to the    
       Leukemia and Lymphoma Society toward each of the fundraising pledges. 
 
C.  Request Approval for Permission to Collect Registration Fees, Pledges and Donations for Step Out Walk 
      to fight Diabetes at the Lakeside Park Bandstand on Saturday, October 22, 2011: 
     Staff received a request from the American Diabetes Association for permission to collect registration fees,        
     pledges and donations on-site at the Lakeside Park Bandstand on October 22, 2011.  
 
D.  Request from the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention to Collect Donations and Sell Event          
      Related Items ON-site at the Community Out of the Darkness Walk at Lakeside Park on Saturday,           
      October 22, 2011:  The Office of Parks and Recreation received a request from the American Foundation for   
      Suicide Prevention, a 501c3 non-profit foundation, to collect donations and sell t-shirts and other event related  
      items on-site at the third annual Community Out of the Darkness Walk to be held at Lakeside Park on Saturday, 
      October 22, 2011.  Proceeds from the event will go towards suicide prevention and awareness. 
 
     MOTION:  Commissioner Montauk entertained a motion to give consent for approval for Items                         
     7A-7D as requested by staff. 

                   Moved by:  Commissioner Belcher: Seconded by: Commissioner Taylor: Motion: Passed – Unanimous 
 

8. NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Request to Approve and Accept a Park Bench Located in Joaquin Miller Park in Memory of Marj 

Saunders:  The staff report for this item was presented by Dana Riley for the Office of Parks and 
Recreation. Ms. Corinne Saunders contacted staff requesting approval to donate a park bench and plaque 
in memory of her late grandmother, Marj Saunders. The bench will be located in Joaquin Miller Park. Marj 
Saunders was an active volunteer and logged 60 years of civic contributions. The plaque would read: 
Dedicated in loving memory to Marj Saunders, family matriarch, friend of the community, guardian of 
animals, Oakland Hill advocate and hero to all. “If something needs to be done, just get in and do it.”  
May 9, 1909 to April 21, 2010.  The family will bare the cost for the bench and its installation. 

 
MOTION: Commissioner Montauk entertained a motion to accept staffs recommendation for the 
installation of the park bench located in Joaquin Miller Park in memory of Marj Saunders. 

               Moved by: Commissioner Taylor: Seconded by: Commissioner Hammock: Motion    
  Passed - Unanimous 

 
B. Request from Phat Beets Produce, Healthy Hearts Clinic, and Dover Neighborhood Group For 

Approval of Dover Park Garden Project: The staff report was presented by Sarah Herbelin, Community 
Gardening and Boating Supervisor with the Office of Parks and Recreation. The Office of Parks and 
Recreation received a proposal from Phat Beets Produce, Healthy Hearts Clinic, and Dover Park 
Neighborhood Group (Non-profit organizations – NPO’s)) to create an edible garden inside the perimeter 
of Dover Park for the neighborhood and Healthy Hearts Clinic to grow food and educate patients, families 
and the surrounding community about healthy food. The NPO’s submitted a proposal to OPR in 2010 to 
implement the community garden which included phase I consisting of a small vegetable garden and a 
desire for a phase II including the addition of fruit tree. OPR approved phase I of the project without a 
condition use permit (CUP) because the project was consistent with the use of the park. In the spring of 
201, without consultation or notice to OPR, the NPO’s initiated the phase II expansion including the 
planting of 30 fruit trees, the creation of a mural and scarecrow art piece, the installation of a community 
notice board and open compost bed. Staff requested and received an updated phase II portion of the 
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proposal which included desired changes and maintenance plans. Staff drafted a partner agreement that 
would solidify the Dover Park partnership.  According to the NPO’s, the staff recommendations include; a 
community board be approved a part of the Dover Park Project for as long as it is maintained by the 
NPO’s; the open 2 bin compost  be replaced by a 3 bin component; the expansion of the edible garden into 
the western part of the park be limited to plantings that do not disturb existing landscaping and irrigations 
needs be obtained by using the existing system; NOP’s maintain fruit trees approved for the project; line of 
site concerning 7 trees planted on the eastern Dover Street perimeter between the two entry gates (between 
the sidewalk and playground) and the two avocado trees planted in the southwestern oval, in front of the 
path, be removed. It was also recommended that PRAC determine if a minor conditional use permit - 
MCUP should be required due to the extensive nature of the changes made to and proposed for Dover 
Park.  An update to the written report included the Public Arts Advisory Committee’s suggestion that 
PRAC make a recommendation on the mural and scarecrow art pieces prior to the NPO’s submission to 
the PAC. Staff will draft a report on the art pieces for the July meeting. 
 
Members of the community addressed the Commission. 
Presenter for Phat Beets a non profit organization – NPO and Dover Street neighbor: 

  Sited confusion over the initial agreement due to the number of departments involved.  The NPO’s 
were under the impression that approval was given to plant trees on the perimeter of the park. The group 
submitted a new proposal but did not have the opportunity to review staff recommendation to PRAC. 
The speaker asserted that they were not aware of the concerns until after the report was filed.  
 
Presenter for Dover Park Neighborhood Group and Park Steward: 
Approximately 2 years ago, members of the local community were asked by the local district council 
representative to a meeting at city hall and to become a participant in the maintenance of their local park 
given the budget deficit. The partnership between Phat Beets, the Healthy Hearts Clinic and the 
neighborhood was considered a good match. It was assumed that work and effort was approved by the City 
of Oakland. It was asserted that the PRAC had a clear choice; support the effort that supports the 
development of all the proposed elements or follow the recommendation of city staff to reduce the scale of 
the project and risk the return of the previous condition of the park’s perimeter.  
 
Presenter Dover Park neighborhood of over 40 years: 
Handouts were provided depicting 1993 images of the site as a vacant lot. Due to budget constraints, the 
community’s recommendation to build and design a community garden then was discouraged. The process 
and having to come before the PRAC was sited to be the cause of tension for the group.  No paper trail or 
staff report for this process has been made available.  A meeting was scheduled to discuss the issues 
regarding the project but was believed to be cancelled by the local council representative.  The park was 
completed in 2005 at a cost of approximately $560.00 and is 6 years old.  The speaker suggested that only 
one corner of the garden was to be planted with vegetables and after approval, fruit trees would be planted 
along the westerly wall.  40k cars pass the site per day and is the perfect place where Children’s Hospital 
could support a community garden.  
 
Presenters – Chief of Staff for Councilmember Jane Brunner: 
The council’s office became involved with Phat Beets and the neighboring community to create a 
community garden within Dover Park. The speaker agreed that the process became confusing.  Council’s 
office and the Office of Parks and Recreation also agreed that a good process would be to present the 
matter before the PRAC. The Councilmember’s office supports this process and staff recommended to 
allow the plan to continue in a reasonable manner.  The agreement between the volunteers and the city is 
important.   

  
  Speakers Comments:  

The opinions of the people who live near to and use the park should be considered rather than those who 
live further away and are used to making decisions. The 400 signatures collected showing support for the 
park shows the local commitment. The garden is being harvested by families who need the support of 
sustainable food systems. The garden has created a safer neighborhood. Good urban gardens ensure that 
neighbors are connected to each other and nature.  Children in Oakland are struggling with childhood 
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obesity, food security and health food access.  There must be a commitment to making healthy food 
choices available to everyone and we must think outside the box appropriate bathroom facilities and 
lighting must be added to the park. The park is unsafe. Inappropriate trees must be removed. The mural 
should be protected and more information should be given about the artist.  The park can be made to look 
better. Edibles are good but flowering plants and none edibles will add beauty.  Fences should be placed 
around the vegetable bed.  A system needs to be put in place to direct the management of the park. The 
park is a great gathering place for the area and is a model for Oakland and the county. Site lines, security 
and use for everyone are important. 
 
Commission Comments: 
The PRAC is supportive of community gardening.  Every city park allows for community gardening with a 
minor conditional use permit. This process is in place due to the community demand for various uses of 
city parks.  Following the process does not mean that the PRAC is anti community gardening. The process 
allows the Commission to determine if the design can be improved or made safer - such as the line of site 
issue based on the placement of trees on the front fence.   

   
There was a discussion regarding the feasibility of moving the trees elsewhere in the park in order to 
address staffs concerns of line of sight issues and if the health of the trees could be preserved. Phat Beets 
asserted that the trees were planted with consideration of the site line and that they would be pruned to 
within a skirt of 7ft to accommodate this safety issue.  According to Phat Beets’ licensed arborist,  
it is not possible to accommodate the trees at their full size without removing the city’s landscaping and 
the center of the park is reserved for green space. Moving the trees is not an option. 
 
Upon inquiry by the Commission, it was determined that staff did not have the opportunity to fully review 
the community proposal and it was suggested that the issue be held over to the July meeting. 

 
  Staff provided a review of the process: 

The initial phase I proposal including changing beds within an existing planting area and was considered 
under the design and review process. This occurred without issue.  Regarding phase II, part of the proposal 
was to continue planting, this included trees. City departments were consulted, however, the Office of 
Parks and Recreation was excluded.  A conditional use permit would have been recommended had OPR 
been consulted prior to implementation of phase II. Staff  requested PRAC to approve Phase I and then 
consider any recommendations to the changes in phase II, including the tree plantings or other parts of 
phase II. The conditional use permit issue should also be brought before the PRAC.  The art pieces will be 
presented before the PRAC and the Public Arts Commission.  Phase II, included planting of the trees was 
part of the original proposal and it was stated that this phase would take place if all parties were in 
agreement with the direction of the park. The cost of a conditional use permit is approximately $2,900.00. 
Staff clarified that as part of the draft agreement, food raised in the park would not be sold. 

   
Upon review of the process, the Commission determined that all parties were not in agreement and that the 
process of implementing phase II of the community garden process was not followed and that is it not 
reasonable to ask the PRAC to approve the project given the fact.  
 
Community members asserted that PWA staff agreed to planting trees along the perimeter.  

 
A Commissioner expressed concern that the requirement of the MCUP is an issue given that parties 
involved went to PWA and received approval and should be considered while moving forward. 
 
Director’s Comments: The Office Parks and Recreations OPR has been supportive of the community 
garden project at the Dover Street Park from the beginning and organized a tour of the park for the 
Commission.  This is not and should not be an adversarial process.  Organizers of the project claimed they 
were given a verbal agreement by PWA staff to continue the project beyond phase I. OPR can not control 
these actions or be held accountable for them. Fees can not be waived for the minor or major conditional 
use permits, nor is OPR in the position to absorb the cost given the $58mil budget deficit and the budget 
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cuts faced by the department. The Director extended an apology to all organizers and community members 
regarding the misinformation they received from other departments. The Director asserted that OPR will 
follow the instructions given by the Commission. 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Montauk entertained a motion to approve phase I in its design and to require 
the Non Profit Organizations to return for a conditional use permit for phase II 
Moved by: Commissioner Wu: Seconded by Commissioner Taylor: Motion: 4 Opposed – 
Commissioners Belcher Montauk, Matis and Finlinson: Motion Passed 
 
Staff Sarah Herbelin and Peter Collier will continue to work with the NPO’s and walk them through the 
process. 

           
C. Approval of the Design and Implementation of the Public Art Project by Artist Shawn Lovell for the 

Gardens at Lake Merritt Entry Gates: The staff report was presented by Kristen Zaremba. Staff from 
the Community & Economic Development Agency (CEDA) Public Art Program, recommend and 
requested approval from the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission for the design and 
implementation of the public art project by artist Shawn Lovell, for the Gardens at Lake Merritt Entry 
Gates. The project was funded through the Measure DD public arts program and a selection panel chose 
the Shawn Lovell over 100 applicant artists a year ago. Lovell has worked in collaboration with OPR, 
Friends of Gardens at Lake Merritt, PWA to develop a design.  Shawn Lovell provided an overview of the 
design and concept:  The first depiction of the design was the preferred choice and recommended by the 
Public Arts Advisory Committee and the Friends of Gardens at Lake Merritt.  The second design alternate 
was included in case of road blocks with the first design. Images of the design were discussed.  
 
Commission Comments: 
All appreciated the design.  Safety concerns were raised regarding the pitchfork design element of the gate. 
Shawn Lovell clarified that the tines of the pitchfork will be flat rather than pointed and the pointed roots 
will be modified. Two gates will be placed on site and will be secured opened and closed by cane bolts.  A 
locking mechanism will be included. 

 
Tora Rocha with the Public Works Agency has reviewed the safety aspects of the gate including child 
safety and the weight of the gate.  
 
MOTION: Commissioner Montauk entertained a motion to approval of the design and implementation of 
the public art project by artist Shawn Lovell for the Gardens at Lake Merritt entry gates. 
Moved by: Commissioner Belcher: Seconded by: Commissioner Miller: Motion Passed - Unanimous 

      
D. Request for Recommendation to Planning Commission and City Council Regarding Sale of 6,000 

Square Foot Park Site at 319 Chester Street: Mark Hall with the Office of Parks and Recreation 
presented the staff report. Staff requested that the PRAC hold a public hearing regarding the sale and 
disposition of surplus recreational property prior to Planning Commission review.  Public notices were 
been posted and mailed.  Per Ordinance 11602 C.M.S., adopted June 29, 1993, the Planning Commission 
is required to determine the appropriate zoning classification for any City-owned surplus property that is 
2,500 square feet or larger prior to its sale.  The City’s Real Estate Division requests review of one surplus 
property located at 319 Chester Street in West Oakland, an under-used semi-undeveloped Parks-owned 
site.  The subject property is level and is situated between older residential buildings in West Oakland.  
Staff requested that the PRAC hold a public hearing and after take testimony to find that the project meets 
the intent of the zoning and general planning requirements for approval of zoning and residential space. 
Lloyd Ware from Housing and Community Development Division fielded questions from the 
Commissioners.  
 
Commission Comments: 
Commissioners wanted confirmation that the sale of the Chester Street Park is not a sign of the city’s 
policy on selling park lands and asked that a list of property in jeopardy be established. The property will 



6 

be sold to the non profit, Alliance for West Oakland Development, a job training program for $90.000.  
The City will hold the note and finance the construction for $400,000.  Staff has requested that the lot be 
rezoned to allow for the construction of more that one unit on the site.  The $90,000 will be repaid to the 
general fund.  Proceeds for the sale will be placed in the same account so that similar projects could be 
considered. The posting for the public hearing was confirmed by the director.  The local community 
brought the blight issue and illicit activity on the site to the attention of the district council who raised the 
issue with city staff.  

    
MOTION: Commissioner Montauk entertained a motion to accept staffs recommendation to move the 
issue to the Planning Commission 
Moved by: Commissioner Hammock: Seconded by: Commissioner Wu: Opposed: 2: Abstention: 1 
Motion: Passed 
 

E. Request for Design and Concept Approval on the Youth Urban Farm Project within Tassafaronga Park: 
Cynthia Armstrong, Center Director for Tassafaronga Recreation Center presented the staff report. The Office 
of Parks and Recreation requested approval of the design of the Urban Youth Farm within Tassafaronga Park; 
and for the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission (PRAC) to provide a recommendation to Planning 
Commission to approve the design and concept for the Youth Urban Farm Project. Oakland-based non-profit 
organization, Acta Non Verba and the Youth Urban Farm Project (ANV) submitted a proposal requesting 
approval for the general design and implementation of park improvements at Tassafaronga Park to include the 
creation of a community agricultural education/edible garden area. Work on the project is expect to move 
forward during the summer of 2011 and is a collaboration between Tassafaronga, Communities for a Better 
Environment, People United for a Better Oakland and Oakland resident.  The materials and labor will be 
funded through PUEBLO, the California Endowment and a mini grant from the Elmhurst Weed and Seed 
Initiative.  Lighting and maintenance will be managed by the project coordinator and funded through various 
organizations, park users and community members.  Labor will be provided by project neighbors, local high 
schools and college student receiving course credit or paid internships.  Staff recommended that the PRAC 
accept and approve the design and implementation of the Youth Urban Farm Project within Tassafaronga Park 
and recommend the Planning Commission approve the minor conditional use permit mCUP.   
 
Speakers Comments: 
Speakers supported the project and the center’s partnership with Acta Non Verba including the mission to 
provide fresh produce to the local community and the public safety benefits of the community space and 
neighborhood beautification. It was recommended that the PRAC support the project and recommend to the 
Planning Commission the approval for the mCup.  
 
MOTION: Commissioner Montauk entertained a motion to approve the design and concept for the Youth 
Urban Farm Project within Tassafaronga Park and recommends that the Planning Commission approve the 
minor use permit. 
Moved by: Commissioner Ricards: Seconded by: Commissioner Hammock: Motion Passed - Unanimous 

 
9. CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:  

 None 
     

10. COMMUNICATIONS :  
Commissioner Ricards reported that the Tree Committee met to develop a policy on tree appeals. 
The Policy Committee did not me last month but will do so in the next few weeks to discuss dog parks. 
 

11. PRAC COMMITTEE REPORT:  
 None 
  

12. ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORTS :   
 None 
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13. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
  None 
 
14. COUNCIL REFERRALS:  

  None 
 

15. OPEN FORUM: 
  
Moved before Item 7 
 
The sole Open Forum speaker is a Park Steward from Cleveland Cascade.  She clarified that in addition to working 
for historical preservation of the site, community activities include crime prevention.  More families with children 
use the park know that the criminal element has been detoured.  The speaker urged the listing audience to get 
involved with cleaning up local park areas to make the community safer and suggested the Commission consider 
providing areas in which to grow food for the community. The Commissioner thanked the speaker for her 
commitment and hard work at Cleveland Cascade. 
 

16. DIRECTOR'S REPORT:  
   

A. Budget Update   
 
The Oakland City Council will start the budget hearing process on June 21 and 28.  A balanced budget must 
be passed for July 1. 
 

B. Back Yard Camp Out takes place on Saturday, June 25 and begins at 2pm.  Commissioners were encouraged 
to participate. 
 

C. East Oakland Sports Center – EOSC is scheduled to open on Thursday, June 30, 4pm. /ribbon cutting at 
5:30pm.  Kaiser will sponsor a private luncheon and tour on Friday June 24 for private funders. Bring a lawn 
chair for movies on the green. 

 
D. The Intimate Evening takes place on Friday, July 29th at Dunsmuir. Tickets are now $35.00.  

 
17. ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 None                             
18. ADJOURNMENT : 
       The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
    

 
Audree Jones-Taylor 

Secretary 
 
 

Diane Boyd  
Recording Secretary 

 


