CITY oF OAKLAND

ONE FRANK OGAWA PLAZA ¢ 2"° FLOOR ¢ OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 94612

Jean Quan (510) 238-7004
City Council Member, District 4 FAX:(510) 238-6129
jquan@oaklandnet.com TTY/TDD:(510) 839-6451

WWW.jeanquan.org

J

TO: Matthew Webb
Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission

FROM: Jean Quan, Council Member, District 4
DATE: 'April 6, 2009
RE: Restoration of The Abbey and Interpretive Signage

SUMMARY:

The Abbey is a non-occupied, city-owned building built in 1886 by poet Joaquin Miller. The
structure was partially restored in 2005. Since then, the members of the Joaquin Miller Park
Working Group, representing park users and city representatives, have wanted to fully restore the
structure to the way it looked in photos of the late 1800s and to provide visitors with educational
information about Joaquin Miller and the park. The Abbey is a City of Oakland Landmark and it
is also listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

FISCAL IMPACT
The project is anticipated to cost between $50,000 and $76, 000, all privately raised.
Some of the work can be done by volunteers. Fund raising will start after the Parks and

Recreation Advisory Commission has reviewed the proposal

BACKGROUND:
Restoration of The Abbey was identified as a priority in 2004 during two widely-attended
community forums that developed a list of projects to enhance Joaquin Miller Park.
Under the leadership of the Joaquin Miller Working Group, research and construction
drawmgs were developed pro-bono by The 1870 Design Group to:

1. Restore the stair to the Abbey, the bridge and bench over dry creek and the rose

arbor;

2. Paint the decorative sunburst over the entry;

3. Install new ADA compliant walkways to the Abbey from Joaquin Miller Road

 and from the Abbey to the trail and playground;
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4. Install eight interpretive signs, (see attached drafts in Attachment B); and
5. Install low maintenance native California plantings.

The proposal has been reviewed and approved by the Alameda County Historical Society
. and the City of Oakland Landmark Preservation Board. The Oakland Landmark
Preservation Board has asked that we return to them when the 1nterpret1ve signs have

been fully developed and designed.

ACTION REQUESTED:
We are asking the Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission to approve the restoration

project.

Jean Quan
Council Member, District 4

Attachment A (PDF 1-4)
Attachment B (PDF 5)
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