
   

PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION     
Wednesday, June 8, 2005 

Lakeside Park Garden Center, Oakland, CA 
 

MINUTES 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

A regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission was held on Wednesday, June 
8, 2005 at the Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland, California.   
Chairperson Webb convened the meeting at 4:40 p.m.  Ms. Audree Jones-Taylor, Secretary to the 
Commission, conducted roll call.  A quorum was present.    
 

2. ROLL CALL:    
Present:  Valerie Abad, Alex Hahn, Larry Magid, Holly McClure, Theresa Nelson, Brad 

Ricards, Matthew Webb 
Absent:  Rosa Linda Armendariz, Mario Juarez, Jeffrey Taylor, Mary Ellen Tong  

 Staff Present: Audree Jones-Taylor, Gail McMillon, Mary Perisic, Lily Soo Hoo 
 Guests:  Emily Rosenberg of Oakland Dog Owners Group (ODOG);  Dawn Hawk, Friends 

of Bella Vista Park; Jennifer Worth, Trust for Public Land; Gillian Garro, Oakland 
Parks Coalition; Rev. Mia Simpson, Simpson Temple Church of God in Christ, 
Jean Johnstone, San Francisco Mime Troupe ; Linda Kiehle, Grand Lake Kiwanis  

    
3. DISPOSITION OF MINUTES:  

A. Minutes of May 11, 2005 meeting:   Commissioner McClure recommended amending Item 
12E, “Request from Woman’s Will for a fee waiver to use Mosswood Park …” to reflect that 
PRAC approved their request because of their on-going involvement with programs at 
Mosswood Recreation Center.   

 
MOTION:   Commissioner Ricards moved approval of the minutes of the meeting of  
May 11, 2005, as amended.   Commissioner McClure seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously. 
 

4. SPECIAL ORDERS:     
 

5. DETERMINATION OF SCHEDULE—OUTSTANDING AGENDA ITEMS:    
A. PRAC Pending List  

  Add:  Update on Feather River Camp for July meeting. 
  Add:  PRAC Retreat schedule 
 
6. MODIFICATIONS TO THE AGENDA:   

• Items 10 and 12 moved up. 
  

7. COMMUNICATIONS:     
 
8. PRAC COMMITTEE REPORTS:   

•   Commissioner Webb requested that PRAC form an ad hoc committee to finalize the details    
regarding fee waivers and to set a workable policy.   Commissioners Magid, Ricards and 
McClure volunteered.   
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• Commissioner McClure reported on the Montclair Golf Course meeting.  They discussed 
what is holding up the concessionaire from moving forward on projects.  The 
concessionaire had submitted drawings to the County, which required changes.  The 
concessionaire is not happy with the changes and the costs involved.  Also discussed was 
the advisory council, who is on it and when does it meet.  Audree will chair the first few 
meetings and they will meet the first Thursday of the month.   

  
9. ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORTS:   

 
10. CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:     
 

A. Bella Vista Park:  Endorsement for a major and minor conditional use permit for project 
renovation:   Ms. Lily Soo Hoo, Public Works Agency (PWA) Project Delivery, gave a 
presentation on the Bella Vista Park project.  PWA staff recommends that PRAC endorse an 
application for a major conditional use permit for the addition of an outdoor platform/stage 
area and a water-play feature for the play area, and a minor conditional use permit for the 
relocation of the restroom, a play structure, and the addition of five picnic tables.  Bella Vista 
Park is located between 10th and 11th Avenue adjacent to the Bella Vista Elementary School.  
The park has been used by the school and community for decades.  The existing park is 1.6 
acres of asphalt, with basketball courts and an old play structure.  The proposed renovation 
would include new turf area, community garden, new play structure with water-play feature, 
outdoor platform/stage and accessible restrooms.  The PWA has supported the application and 
approved the efforts of the Trust for Public Land (TPL) to receive funding from a variety of 
sources.   

 
 Jennifer Worth, TPL Project Manager for Community Parks and Playgrounds, gave a brief 

history of the work they have done in the community.  Working with the Friends of Bella 
Vista Park (FBVP), a non-profit organization, TPL has helped with the design process.  Each 
design component has had community input and support, and the design has been entirely 
driven by community process.  Dawn Hawk of FBVP brought a letter of support.  It has been a 
ten year process, with active neighborhood involvement and fund raising. 

  
 Commissioner Ricards asked whether there were any objections to the stage and water play 

area during the public review process, and Ms. Hawk responded that there were no objections.  
Commissioner Nelson inquired about the lighting in the park.  The plan calls for low level 
lighting for security.  Commissioner Ricards would like to see the restroom design at a future 
meeting, and Commissioner Abad would like to know how the restrooms are to be managed.   
The park hours, which require PRAC approval, will be on the next meeting’s agenda.  Jim 
Ryugo, PWA Parks and Buildings Manager, will follow up with a recommendation.   

 
 A Memorandum of Understanding between the FOBVP and the PWA is being negotiated on 

how the community will work with the City to maintain the park.  The TPL worked with the 
City to choose design elements that require the least amount of maintenance.   

 
MOTION:   Commissioner Nelson moved approval of the furtherance of the project.  
Commissioner Ricards seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.   
   

11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
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12. NEW BUSINESS:   

A. Dog Park Update:  Ms. Emily Rosenberg of ODOG reported that a new location has been 
found for the proposed dog park, which is on Caldecott Lane across the freeway from the 
North Oakland Sports Complex.  This site is more accessible than the one previously proposed 
near Leona Lodge.  The parcel, which consists of a flat grassy area at the foot of a hill, is 
owned by the City and is designated as open space.  Parking could be made possible by a 
couple of curb cuts allowing access to a gravel parking area.  Commissioner Ricards 
encouraged that parking be provided for persons with disabilities. Ms. Rosenburg has talked 
with staff at Councilmember Jane Brunner’s Office.  The next step is to do outreach to the 
residence in the area.  Commissioner Nelson advised that the PRAC can vote on this item after 
the community outreach process.   Ms. Rosenburg will schedule a community meeting.  At 
that meeting, potential noise and traffic issues for the nearby residents will need to be 
addressed.  Commissioner Ricards would like staff’s input about maintenance issues and about 
whether the dog park would be consistent with Oakland’s plans for open space in the area.   A 
major conditional use permit may be required for change in use.  This item will come back to 
the July 13th PRAC meeting. 

 
B. Groundworks Trust:  Ms. Gillian Garro, Oakland Parks Coalition, gave a report.  In February 

2005, the OPC and National Park Service facilitated a meeting attended by City staff and 
community organizations, to determine whether to apply for a Groundworks Trust (GWT) 
grant from the NPS.   A partial grant of $15,000 has been awarded for the preliminary phase, 
which will be used to hire a consultant to do a feasibility study to determine if Oakland wants 
to move forward with the GWT.  If the conclusion is to move forward, a grant of $85,000 
would be awarded and a non-profit organization would be formed. The question is whether 
there is a need for another non-profit in Oakland.   The mission of the GWT would be to 
enhance Oakland’s physical, social and economic environments by building stewardship to 
improve the quality of parks, recreation centers, medians, school grounds, creek corridors, 
natural areas and underutilized open space including brownfields.    Currently, a search is 
being conducted for a consultant, and a steering committee is being formed to work with the 
consultant.  Ms. Garro welcomed volunteers for the steering committee, which will be 
comprised of 8-15 members, with a balance of city staff and members of the community.  
Commissioner Ricards participated in the initial meeting and would like to be involved on the 
steering committee.  Ms. Garro asked the PRAC for recommendations for a consultant and 
will send the scope of work to the PRAC to help with the search.   

 
C. Request form the San Francisco Mime Troupe for a partial fee waiver to sell T-shirts and hats 

at the Live Theatrical Performances at Mosswood Park on July 30, 2005; Montclair Park on 
August 10, 2005; and Lakeside park on August 18, 2005:   Ms. Gail McMillon, Central 
Reservations Supervisor, gave a brief staff report.  The San Francisco Mime Troupe is a non-
profit theater organization, and the theatrical performances are fee to the public.  Jean 
Johnstone, Production Manager of  SFMT, spoke.  Approximately 20,000 people attend each 
summer throughout the Bay Area.  SFMT is committed to keeping the performances free; 
however, in recent years SFMT has had severe budget cuts.  Commissioner Ricards asked if 
SFMT would be interested in working with OPR in a youth program.  SFMT expressed 
interest in partnering with OPR.  The Commission would like OPR to partner with SFMT for 
future performances.  Commissioner Webb stated that SFMT is an asset to the Bay Area. 
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MOTION:  Commissioner Nelson moved to approve the sale of T-shirts and hats at the events, 
but not to approve the fee waiver.  Commissioner Magid seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously. 
 
D. Request for the Simpson Temple Church of God in Christ for permission to sell food items and 

solicit vendors to sell items at their Praise Jam Family Festival 2005 Event on Saturday, 
August 13, 2005 at Mosswood Park:  Ms. Gail McMillon, Central Reservation Supervisor, 
gave a staff report.  The Simpson Temple Church would like to have vendors selling food 
items, gospel music cds, arts and crafts by local artists.  The Church also requested a fee 
waiver of the additional fundraising fee.  Rev. Mia Simpson spoke.  The Church would like 
this to become an annual family event to promote family values, health and safety.  The event 
will include a health mobile, gospel concert, and local artists, and will help raise funds for 
senior citizen and other outreach programs.  The anticipated attendance is about 300.   

 
MOTION:  Commissioner Magid moved to approve the sale of food and other appropriate 
items as descried, but not to approve the fee waiver.   Commissioner Nelson seconded the 
motion which passed unanimously.   

 
E. Request from Grand Lake Kiwanis Club of Oakland to collect donations and hold a silent 

auction at the Summer Sounds fundraising event on Monday, June 13 at the Lakeside Park 
Garden Center:  Lind Kiehl, President of the Grand Lake Kiwanis Club spoke on the 
community services that the organization provides, including regular volunteer maintenance at 
the Rose Garden.  The proceeds of the Summer Sounds event will benefit the Emerson 
Elementary School Library, the Oakland Tribune Holiday Parade, Motivating Teen Spirit, and 
Release Time Camp Project.  As a Garden Club member, the GLKC pays the Garden Club 
rate.   

 
MOTION:  Commissioner McClure moved approval of the permit to use the Garden Center 
for a fundraising event and to collect donations and hold a silent auction.  Commissioner 
Magid seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.     
 

13. COUNCIL REFERRALS:     
 
14. DIRECTOR’S REPORT:    

 A. Budget Update:  Ms. Jones-Taylor, Director of OPR, distributed the OPR Budget Presentation 
books.  OPR is still in the process of budget presentations before City Council.  Because of the 
department’s reorganization, no staff will be laid off.  One of the strategies is to have smaller 
recreation centers run by Program Directors through attrition. OPR is also forming more 
partnerships and collaborative relationships with organizations that can help to provide 
recreation programming.  Revenues are projected to increase due to greater participation in 
programs and use of facilities.   Commissioner Ricards requested a report on the fee waivers 
showing the percentage of budget based on revenues from facility rentals.   

 
 As of July 1, OPR the Malonga Art Center will be coming under OPR, with a $250,000 deficit.   

OPR has held several meetings on the Malonga transition process.   
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15. OPEN FORUM:  
 

16.  ANNOUNCEMENTS:    
 

17. ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
       Audree V. Jones-Taylor 

Secretary 
 

 
       Mary Perisic 
       Recording Secretary  


