
   
 

PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION    
City of Oakland, California   
Wednesday, June 13, 2007  

Lakeside Park Garden Center, Oakland 
 

MINUTES 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER: 

A regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission was held on Wednesday, June 
13, 2007 at Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue in Oakland, California.   
Chairperson Webb convened the meeting at 4:35 p.m.   Audree V. Jones-Taylor, Secretary to the 
Commission, conducted roll call.  A quorum was present.   
 

2. ROLL CALL:    
Present:  Michael Hammock, Howard Matis, Junaid Mohiuddin 
  Brad Ricards, Jeffrey Taylor, Matthew Webb, Calvin Wong 
Absent:  Valerie Abad, Osagie Enabulele Susan Montauk 

 Staff Present: Audree V. Jones-Taylor, Steve Harker, Edith Landrith-Robertson, 
AndreaThompson-Lewis, Zermaine Thomas, Mary Perisic, Ferdinand Sioteco 

 Guests:  John Bliss, Bruce Cobbledick, Susan Veit, Lee Sims, Jill McIntire, Velina Brown, 
Rebecca Holder, Gayle Burns, Gilbert Blacksmith, Deborah Carney 

 
3. DISPOSITION OF MINUTES:  

A. Minutes May 9, 2007 meeting:      
    

MOTION:   Commissioner Ricards moved approval.    Commissioner Taylor seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

4. SPECIAL ORDERS:    
 

5. DETERMINATION OF SCHEDULE—OUTSTANDING AGENDA ITEMS:    
• Added nomination of officers for July meeting. 

  
6. MODIFICATIONS TO THE AGENDA:   Items 10 and 12 moved up. 

  
7. COMMUNICATIONS:    
 
8. PRAC COMMITTEE REPORTS:     

• Commissioner Webb requested a meeting of the Golf Committee.  Staff will schedule. 
 

9. ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORTS:  
• Commissioner Webb met with the Splash Pad Advisory Council regarding the use of the 

park for the farmers market.   
• Director Jones-Taylor encouraged the Commissioners to read the Advisory Council Manual, 

in their binders, to better understand their role with the Advisory Councils.   
  

10. CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:       
A. Raimondi Field Project – Major Conditional Use Permit:   Edith Landrith-Robertson, Capital 

Improvement Projects Coordinator with the Public Works Agency (PWA), gave a report and 
recommendation for PRAC endorsement of a major CUP, for features and modifications to the 
Raimondi Park project.  The proposed features and modifications include: 
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• Limited tree removal of 17 polar trees and 2 coast live oaks (suggested by PWA Tree 
Division) 

• Sports lights on 65 foot poles with 30-50 foot candles capacity -- 6 around the multi-
purpose sports fields and 6 in the baseball field  

• Site lighting with approximately 11 lights along the pathway through the park. 
• New elements: 

o New artificially surfaced putting green 
o Picnic area without barbeques 
o Quiet garden 
o Walking/running path 
o Sports field improvements – scoreboard, PA system, bleachers 

 
The proposed improvements will enhance and augment recreational opportunities at Raimondi 
Park, one of the most utilized parks in Oakland.  A project goal is to improve the sports 
elements of the park so the park can be utilized for events, making it a model sports park for 
the City.  The project balances sports use with community use by providing elements that will 
be open and accessible when the sports fields are reserved.  The increased time that the fields 
are available will allow for more programs for local youth.   
 
The Friends of Oakland Parks and Recreation raised funds, assisted PWA in obtaining State 
grant funds.  The master plan is the result of a community-led process with FOPR, the 
community and the City and there has been a significant amount of community outreach.   
John Bliss, President of FOPR, stated that they are committed to continuing to raise funds for 
this project.  FOPR has a fund raising strategy to complete phase one, and they are fully 
committed to phase two.   Phase one construction will commence in September 2007 and will 
construct as much of the master plan as funds allow, including the first of the two artificial turf 
multi-purpose fields, the baseball diamond, putting green and other improvements.   
 
Commissioner Matis asked if there is enough space between the two soccer fields for the 
users.  Also, the Soccer fields are more narrow than usual.  However, there is no official size 
for soccer fields.   Ms. Landrith-Robertson stated that the community has been involved in the 
plan and is aware of the field spacing and size.  Commissioner Matis was concerned about 
removing one of the soccer fields.  Ms. Landrith-Robertson advised that there will be more 
time for play, since the artificial turf and the lighting will allow for year-round and evening 
use.  The baseball field can also be used for soccer practice.    Commissioner Ricards 
expressed concern regarding public access to the fields since they are fenced.  The fields will 
be open for non-scheduled public use at regular times.  Director Jones-Taylor advised that 
community access has been an important component of the overall process in developing the 
park, and that it is the commitment of OPR to make sure it is a community park.  In addition, 
all of the schedules for each field are reviewed at the Sports Advisory Council meetings.   
 

MOTION:  Commissioner Hammock moved to endorse the Major Conditional Use Permit.  
Commissioner Taylor seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

The Commission requested that this project come back in nine months (March 2008) for a 
progress report and to discuss access if necessary.   
 

11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:    
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12. NEW BUSINESS:   

A. Lake Chabot Golf Course presentation:  Steve Harker, President of Touchstone Golf, and 
James Birchall, General Manager of LCGC, gave a presentation.  The LCGC was closed in 
October 2006.   Prior to closing, the annual number of users had dropped from 80,000 to 
43,000.  The condition of the golf course was such that people no longer wanted to use it.  
Touchstone Golf was hired by the City to make improvements.  They focused on how to 
improve quality, accommodate the golf groups and work with the residents.  Within a few 
months they renovated the pro shop, restaurant and lounge and did basic repairs on the 
irrigation system.  The two top priorities to complete before winter are the drainage and major 
irrigation work.   

 
  The grand opening event held on April 7th was very well attended.  Community outreach will 

include a caddy program, junior camps, beginning golf lessons, women’s golf day, and non-
golfing events such as jazz on the green and holiday events.  The weekend barbecues at the 
Hill House are becoming very popular.  The current goal is to have 50,000 rounds of golf this 
fiscal year, and to work on getting back to 80,000 rounds.    

 
 Commissioner Matis requested that, upon entering the golf course, that residency be 

determined by use of a map of Oakland residents.  Many Oakland residents who live near the 
Berkeley boarder have a Berkeley postal address.   Commissioner Mohiuddin stated that this is 
a great example of a complete turn around, and that we should extract some of these practices 
for the problems we are having at the Montclair Golf Course.  Commissioner Webb would like 
to visit the LCGC on the next PRAC field trip. 

   
B. Mediterranean Garden at Lakeside Park - presentation:  Bruce Cobbledick, First Vice 

President of the Oakland East Bay Garden Clubs (OEBGC), gave a presentation.  There has 
been interest in developing a Mediterranean Garden in Lakeside Park for 20 years.   OEBGC 
has hired landscape architect to do the design. The focal point will be the Italian style 
Eastbrook Fountain.  The renovation of the fountain will be the most expensive part of the 
project and PWA will replace the plumbing and electrical.  The plants will have low water 
requirements and be suitable for Oakland’s climate.  The garden will be a good example for 
landscapers and gardeners who want to use drought resistant plants.  The total cost of the 
project will be approximately $50,000, and they are hoping to start the project in June and do 
the planting in October.  The garden will be maintained by volunteers including the OEBGC, 
the Mediterranean Garden Society and the Palm Society.   

 
C. Request from the Lake Merritt Rowing Club for permission to sell refreshments and authorize 

a vendor to sell tee shirts and tanks at a Rowing Regatta at Lakeside Park on Sunday, July 29, 
2007:  Zermain Thomas, OPR Central Reservations, gave a brief report.  The LMRC is a non-
profit organization.  The proceeds will go towards expenses for the rowing regatta. 

 
MOTION:  Commissioner Taylor moved approval.  Commissioner Mohiuddin seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
C. Request from the San Francisco Mime Troupe for permission to collect donations and sell tee 

shirts and tanks at free theater performances at Lakeside Park on Wednesday and Thursday, 
August 8-9, 2007:   Zermain Thomas gave a brief report.  The SFMT is a non-profit 
organization.  Ms. Velina Brown  of SFMT spoke.  This is the 48th season they have been 
touring the parks.   

 



Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission       Page 4 
May 9, 2007                         
   

MOTION:  Commissioner Taylor moved approval.  Commissioner Hammock seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
E. Request from Medicine Warrior Dance Troupe and All Nations for permission to allow craft 

and food vendors at the 9th Annual Powwow at Clinton Park on Saturday, September 15, 2007:  
Ms. Gayle Burns of the Medicine Warrior Dance Troupe and All Nations spoke.  The event is 
free to the public.  The vendors will be selling arts and crafts from local artists.  There will also 
be booths with health information.  She shared samples of the arts and crafts that will be 
featured at the event.    Mr. Gilbert Blacksmith presented the hand-crafted regalia worn for the 
dances.  Director Jones-Taylor encouraged the Mr. Blacksmith to partner with OPR to teach 
dance at the recreation centers.   

 
MOTION:  Commissioner  Taylor moved approval.  Commissioner Ricards seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
F. Report and Recommendation regarding construction documents for Fox Square (formerly 

known as “Uptown Park”):  This item was withdrawn. 
 

13. COUNCIL REFERRALS:  
 
14. DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 
 Director Jones-Taylor reported that the City is in the budget process.  She expressed concern that the 

Commissioners had not been in attendance at the Council budget presentations.  Attendance of these 
presentations by the Commission, the Board of Associates, Friends and the public is crucial to 
support OPR programs.  Among OPR’s goals are to hire 21 permanent part-time staff, expand 
operational hours, be at every elementary school in the city, increase center director responsibilities 
by taking on an additional seven playground sites, expand middle school sports and establish teen 
centers in each council district. 

 
15. OPEN FORUM:     

• Reminder:  The annual PRAC Woodminster event is scheduled for Saturday, August 18.   
 

16.  ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 A.   Upcoming Events: 

NRPA Congress – September 25-29, 2007 – Indianapolis:  Commissioner Mohiuddin will 
attend. 

  CPRS Conference – February 26-29, 2008 – Long Beach:  Commissioner Webb will attend. 
 

17. ADJOURNMENT:   The meeting adjourned at 6:35 pm. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Audree V. Jones-Taylor 

Secretary 
 
       Mary Perisic 
       Recording Secretary  
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	       Mary Perisic

