
   
 

PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION    
City of Oakland, California   

Wednesday, October 11, 2006 - 4:30 p.m. 
Lakeside Park Garden Center, Oakland 

 
MINUTES 

  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 
A regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission was held on Wednesday, 
October 11, 2006 at the Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Avenue, Oakland, California.   
Vice-Chairperson McClure convened the meeting at 4:45 p.m.   Gail McMillon, Acting Secretary to 
the Commission, conducted roll call.  A quorum was present.   
 

2. ROLL CALL:    
Present:  Osagie Enabulele, Howard Matis, Holly McClure, Susan Montauk, Brad Ricards, 

Jeffrey Taylor 
Absent:  Valerie Abad, Michael Hammock, Junaid Mohiuddin, Matthew Webb, Calvin 

Wong 
 Staff Present: Gail McMillon, Marisa Arrona, Lyle Oehler, Mary Perisic 
 Guests:  Ed Bantilan, Ray Vickers-Traft, Peter Bowyer, Jim Ratliff, Chris Pattillo, Abdul 

Jalil, Lydia Deck  
 
3. DISPOSITION OF MINUTES:  

A. Minutes September 13, 2006 meeting:    
    

MOTION:   Commissioner Taylor moved approval.    Commissioner Matis seconded the 
motion, which failed due to lack of six affirmative votes (five in favor and one abstention).  
Commissioner Montauk was not at the September meeting and therefore abstained. 
 
This item was deferred to the next meeting.   
 

4. SPECIAL ORDERS:   
Welcome new Commissioner Susan Montauk, who is currently the chair and long-time member of 
the Oakland Parks Coalition.  Commissioner Montauk invited everyone to volunteer for the Love 
Your Parks Day, on October 28th. 
 

5. DETERMINATION OF SCHEDULE—OUTSTANDING AGENDA ITEMS:   
For the November 8th meeting: 
• Lake Chabot Golf Course  
• City Stables 
• Groundworks Trust – Gillian Garro to present. 
• Fee Waivers/Vending in Parks Policy – Gail McMillon to schedule meeting with PRAC 

committee prior to November meeting. 
 

6. MODIFICATIONS TO THE AGENDA:   
 Items 11 and 12 moved up. 

  
7. COMMUNICATIONS:    
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8. PRAC COMMITTEE REPORTS:     

 
9. ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORTS:   

 
10. CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS:       

 
11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:    

A. Fee Waiver/Vending in Parks Policy:   Gail McMillon, Supervisor of OPR Central Reservations, 
gave an update.  The sub-committee met on September 12th.    The final details, including 
criteria for granting fee waivers, are still being worked out.  Fee waivers will be handled at 
staff level.  PRAC will only handle fee waiver appeals or if the total requests exceed the 
annual allotted amount.  Applicants will be required to show financial need and include an 
explanation on how they serve Oaklanders or OPR programs.  Gail will schedule one more 
meeting with the PRAC committee and provide a draft policy for the November meeting.   

 
12. NEW BUSINESS:   

A. Oakland Fukuoka Sister City Association request for approval to install plaque in honor of 
Motomi Tony Yokomizo on a memorial bench near Torri Gate:   Mr. Ed Bantilan of the 
Oakland Fukuoka Sister City Association (OFSCA) spoke.  Mr. Motomi Tony Yokomizo was 
President of the OFSCA for fourteen years.  He received numerous awards and 
commendations for his years of work with Oakland Parks and Recreation, including a 
proclamation for Mayor Elihu Harris.  The organization is working with PWA staff on the 
placement and the type of the bench, and will pay PWA for the installation.    The inscription 
on the plaque will read:   

   Motomi Tony Yokomizo 
   President 1986-1990 
   Oakland Fukuoka Sister City Association 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Taylor moved approval.  Commissioner Enabulele seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously.  
 
B. Cleveland Cascade Restoration Project:   Lyle Oehler, Capital Improvement Projects 

Coordinator with the Public Works Agency, gave a brief report.  The project is being 
developed and promoted by the Friends of the Cleveland Cascade.  The FOCC is coordinating 
with the City and the community.  Two public meetings, in September 2005 and August 2006, 
have taken place and the project has been very well received.  During the final planning stage, 
a Minor Conditional Use Permit will be required, which will require PRAC approval.  There is 
about $300,000 of Measure DD funding and FOCC is raising more funds.  The City will 
require an endowment for the operation of the Cascade.   Marisa Arrona, City Council Policy 
Analyst, stated that Councilmember Nancy Nadel is ready to support the Cleveland Cascade 
project and is commitment to making the project go forward.   

 
 Jim Ratcliff of the FOCC gave a Power Point presentation and provided background and 

history.  The Cascade was constructed in 1922, but was buried when it stopped working in the 
1950’s.  Three years ago the neighborhood took interest in restoring the Cascade.  The 
community uncovered the Cascade and began work towards its restoration.    Ms. Chris Patillo 
of PGA Design Landscape Architects provided further information on the project.  They 
would like to maintain as much of the original material as possible. The original stairs are in 
very good condition.  The landings will need to be replaced with concrete.  Wheelchair access 
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will be improved, but still limited to a few areas near the top and bottom of the cascade.  
Lighting will be low key, with LED low-energy lighting in the hand rails, lighting in the 
scones along the cascades and soft lighting from the trees.  They will restore the pool at the 
bottom of the cascade but plan to convert the upper pool to a planter.  Some of the trees in the 
park have become overgrown, including two oaks, and FOCC will return to PRAC in the 
future to request permission to remove some of the trees.   

 
Commissioner Ricards stated that it is very important to make the area wheelchair accessible 
as much as possible.  He suggested keeping the upper pool which is accessible so wheelchair 
riders can enjoy the water more closely.  He asked if there was a way to provide wheelchair 
access further along the cascade.  Ms. Pattilo said that short of an elevator there may not be a 
way to extend the access.  However, they will do their best.   She has shared the proposal with 
Christine Calabrese of the City’s ADA Office who asked that they add access for the visually 
impaired.   
 
The proposal will be going to the Landmarks Board in the following week and then to City 
Council.  With approvals in place they could start preparing the contract documents and cost 
estimate.  At that time they will launch an aggressive fund raising campaign.   The FOCC 
hopes to go out to bid in 6-12 months. 
 
The operation of the Cascade, including electricity and maintenance will be covered under an 
endowment.  The endowment is for the fountain only and does not include the landscaping 
maintenance.  FOCC will put in new irrigation and planting, and will lift the canopy of the 
trees.  Commissioner Montauk stated that the City is trying to form agreements with park 
developers that they help with the maintenance, and asked if it would be possible for the 
FOCC to have an agreement with the City.   
 

MOTION:  Commissioner Enabulele moved to approve the master plan with the condition 
that greater wheelchair access be looked into.  Commissioner Taylor seconded the motion, 
which passed unanimously.   
   
C. Request for Masjid Al-Islam for a fee waiver for rental at Ira Jinkins Community Center Gym 

on Tuesday, October 24, 2006 for the Islamic Eid Festival:   Ms. McMillon gave a report.  
Masjid Al-Islam has reserved the Community Center for the last 10 years.  With the exception 
of 2002, when co-sponsored by City Council, the organization has paid for its reservations.  
Since the organization did not show a financial need, staff recommended denial of the request.   
Mr. Abdul-Jalil spoke on behalf of Masjid Al-Islam.  It is a free event with approximately 
1,000 people attending.  Commissioner McClure advised that in order to qualify for a fee 
waiver he would need to show how they are partnering with OPR, that they are a non-profit 
organization, and that they have a financial need.   

 
MOTION:   Commissioner Ricards moved to support staff recommendation to deny the fee 
waiver.  Commissioner Matis seconded the motion, which failed with 5 in favor and one 
abstention (Enabulele).    
 
 Commissioner McClure advised that although the motion did not pass, given there is no 

financial need or partnering with the recreation center, the decision will default to the staff 
recommendation to deny the fee waiver. 
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D. Request from Crocker Highland Parent Teacher Association to sell tickets and raffle items at 
the door and have a silent and live auction during their auction fundraiser at the Lakeside Park 
Garden Center on Saturday, March 10, 2007:   Ms. McMillon gave a report.   The Crocker 
Highland PTA is a non-profit.  Staff recommendation is to allow them to sell raffle tickets at 
the door and to have a silent and live auction, but to deny admission tickets at the door.  Staff 
also recommends that the PTA provide a financial report with a description of how the 
collected funds will be used.  Ms. Lydia Deck spoke on behalf of the PTA and stated that most 
of the tickets will be sold at the school or on-line, but that there will be a few parents who will 
need to pay at the event.  The funds will support the school’s music, physical education, 
computer lab and foreign language programs. 

 
MOTION:  Commissioner Ricards moved approval.  Commissioner Taylor seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

13. COUNCIL REFERRALS:  
A. PRAC Annual Report to Council:  To be continued at the next meeting. 
 

14. DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  No report 
  
15. OPEN FORUM: 

 Commissioner Ricards commended Director Jones-Taylor and OPR on the Sundays in the 
Redwoods series at the Woodminster Amphitheater. 

 Commissioner Ricards, who is a member of CAPRCBM (California Association of Park 
and Recreation Commission and Board Members), gave an update on their recent 
activities.  They are working to rebuild and expand networking.  There are vacancies on 
the board that can be filled with Northern California representatives.  They meet four times 
a year. 

 
16.  ANNOUNCEMENTS:   

 Commissioner Enabulele and wife have a new baby boy.  Congratulations.   
   
17. ADJOURNMENT:   Meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Gail McMillon 

Acting Secretary 
 
       Mary Perisic 
       Recording Secretary  


	       Mary Perisic

