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OVERVIEW

THE ARTIST TEAM OF LEWIS DESOTO AND JOHN ROLOFF HAVE CREATED
AN PRELIMINARY CONCEPTUAL PLAN OF ART PROGRAMS FOR THE OAKLAND
ESTUARY CHANNEL.

OUR APPROACH IS SYSTEMIC, MAKING ART THAT FORMS THE BASIS FOR
FUTURE CULTURAL PROGRAMMING AND ENGAGES WITH LOCAL/GLOBAL
CONVERSATIONS ABOUT CULTURE AND NATURE.

WE HAVE ALSO INTRODUCED IDEAS FOR SURFACE TREATMENTS AND
SCULPTURAL ELEMENTS THROUGHOUT THE AREA.



PART OF THE PROJECT IS PAID FOR BY FUNDS FROM MEASURE DD.

OTHER PARTS OF THE ART PROGRAM LIE OUTSIDE THE PURVIEW OF

MEASURE DD AND CONNECT DIRECTLY WITH PERALTA COMMUNITY
COLLEGE DISTRICT AREAS.

IN ORDER FOR THIS PLAN TO BE DEVELOPED FURTHER, IT IS VITAL
THAT PCCD BECOME INVOLVED IN THE EVOLUTION OF THESE EARLY
IDEAS.
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ART CONCEPTS

THE ARTIST TEAM OF LEWIS DESOTO AND JOHN ROLOFF DEVELOPED A
STRUCTURE OF PROGRAMS, SURFACES AND INTEGRATED FEATURES.

MANY OF THESE PROGRAMS CAN BE USED AND INTEGRATED BY THE PCCD
FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES.

MANY OF THE PROJECTS IN INTEGRATED FEATURES ALLOW THESE
PROGRAMS TO BE REALIZED.



GQUESTIONS INFORMING OUR PROCESS

'"CONSIDERING MAYOR-ELECT DELLLIMS’ VISION FOR OAKLAND AS A GLOBAL
MODEL, IN WHAT WAY COULD THE ESTUARY CHANNEL SITE BE
INSTRUMENTAL IN ENGAGING OAKLAND IN THE CRITICAL CULTURAL AND
NATURAL QUESTIONS OF OUR TIME AT THE LOCAL AND GLOBAL LEVELS?'

'COULD A MAJOR LANDMARK FEATURE, SUCH AS A SCULPTURE, BRIDGE OR
OTHER STRUCTURE BE CONSIDERED AN ASSET/DESTINATION POINT AND
CATALYST, FOR THE ESTUARY CHANNEL PROJECT?"



"I'F THE ESTUARY CHANNEL SITE WERE TRANSFORMED INTO A LOCUS FOR
INNOVATIVE CULTURE AND NATURE-BASED FESTIVALS, PROGRAMS AND
RESEARCH, WHAT KIND OF EVENTS AND PROGRAMS ARE POSSIBLE AND

THROUGH WHAT PROCESS?'

"COORDINATING WITH THE PERALTA COMMUNITY COLLEGES AND THE
LARGER COMMUNITY, WHAT INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS, INTEGRATING
EDUCATION ABOUT CULTURE AND NATURAL SYSTEMS ARE POSSIBLE TO
IMPLEMENT AT THE ESTUARY CHANNEL SITE?"



PROGRAMS
Cultural Blessings

Flags Festival

(Oakland Museum,Laney College,
tural Affairs, Oakland Library)

Nature/Alternative Energy
Sculptural Interventions

(To counter current sited sculpture)

Demographic Evolutions

(Sound/Music/Cusine/Dance/Sports)

Clean Marine

(Competition for solar powered
craft on Lake Merritt)

Virtual

Festivals and Estuary Database

Oxygen/Toxic - Events.

(Clean up the Lake and Estuary, oxytc
sponsored by local colleges/universities)

Dakland Cul-

LAKE MERRIT CHANNEL PROJECT
APPLICATIONS

SASAKI & ASSOCIATES LEWIS DESOTO JOHN ROLOFF

SURFACES

Fencing
(Water jet cut aluminum
Metal Screening/Woven material
Mirrored, Solar, Systemic)

WEEK
Br[dges/Chan_nels

(Concrete Casti

Abrasive
Additive/Subtracting
Sheathing/Mirroring

Projection
Specialty Concrete/Stone)

Sighage
(Enameled Steel
Photography

raphy
Computer Applied vinyl and inks
LCD, Jumbotron)

Water
(Reflections
Light Flotillas)

INTEGRATED FEATURES

Flag System(s)
(Signfication Flags/ ntpqrjtﬂﬂ flag, lighting
and signage - Solar & wind energy driven)

Bridge/Channel

(Elliptical /Tidal connections -
Global Warming/Tidal markers
Machinic expression)

Plantings and Soil
(Demographic/Festival Plantings:
from Native to Trans-indigenous)

Lighting

(Metaphors of light pectrums)

Water/Oxygen

(Aeration Systems)

Communication
(WiFi System, Television & Radio
Narrative/Virtual Environments)

Emergency Systems




CHANNEL WALL TEXT WORKS

DESOTO/ROLOFF PROPOSE LARGE INVERTED TEXT PANELS BENEATH THE
10TH S5T. BRIDGE DESIGNED TO BE READ AS REFLECTIONS ON THE WATER
SURFACE.

THE TEXT REFERENCES THE GEOLOGIC AGE OF THE STRATIGRAPHIC AND
TECTONIC STRUCTURES BENEATH THE ESTUARY SITE.

THE TEXT DESIGN REFERENGCES THE KAISER AUDITORIUM STYLE OF
SUPERGRAPHICS.
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CHANNEL WALL TEXT WORKS

RELATED TO KAISER AUDITORIUM
SUPERGRAPHICS STYLE

CoMMECTION TO THE CEMNOZDOIC AND
MESOZOIC TIME PERIODE THAT DIALOGUE

ACROSS THE CHAMMEL

TEXT 12 MIRRORED IM THE COMCRETE S0 THAT

IT IS READABLE IM THE WATER AT LOW TIDE




PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLE BRIDGE

THE SMALL PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE THAT CURRENTLY CROSSES OVER THE
ESTUARY CHANNEL DOES NOT MEET ADA REQUIREMENTS.

DESOTO/ROLOFF HAVE PROPOSED CREATING A SIGNATURE DESIGN
BRIDGE, THAT CREATES THE FEELING OF TRANSPARENCY AND SYNESTHESIA
AS ONE MOVES ACROSS IT.

THIS DESIGN CREATES TWO PATHS, ONE FOR BICYCLES AND ONE FOR
PEDESTRIANS.
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PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLE BRIDGE (caNT.)

IN ONE OF THE DESIGNS A CENTRAL PLATFORM ALLOWS FOR OBSERVATION/
CONTEMPLATION AND AS A STAGE FOR CULTURAL PERFORMANCES.

THE BRIDGE CAN ALSO BECOME A WATER AERATION DEVICE AND A
PLATFORM FOR EXPERIMENTS FOR THE SCIENCES.

THIS SIGNATURE STYLE BRIDGE wOULD BRING MORE OF THE PUBLIC IN
CONTACT WITH THE PCCD AS IT BECOMES A SIGNIFICANT VISUAL
LANDMARK, A DESTINATION.



PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE STUDY: LAKE MERRITT ESTUARY CHANMEL PROJECT
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PLANTING SYSTEMS

A DEMOGRAPHIC GARDEN IS PROPOSED THAT LINKS THE DIVERSE PEOPLES
OF OAKLAND TO PLANTINGS THAT RETURN THEM TO THEIR ORIGINS;
CONTAINING MEDICINAL AND SYMBOLIC PLANTS FROM VARIOUS GLOBAL
SOURCES.

THIS GARDEN WOULD BE USED BY THE HORTICULTURAL AND OTHER
SCIENCES FOR RESEARCH AND MAINTENANCE.

BLACK OAK, A PRIMARY FOOD SOURCE OF THE OHLONE PEOPLE, IS
PLANTED AT THE CENTER OF THIS GARDEN, AND IN A RADIATING PATTERN
ACROSS THE SITE INTERSPERSED WITH A FLAG/INFORMATION SYSTEM
RELATED TO PROGRAMS AND FESTIVALS.

OTHER PLANTING RELATE TO ECOLOGY, PALEOCLIMATES AND GLOBAL
INTERACTIONS/CONVERSATIONS.



STUDY: PLAMTINGS: CULTURECLIMATE S5YSTEMDES
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PROGRAMMATIC PLANTINGS/SYSTEMS
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FRESHWATER CULVERT

DESOTO/ROLOFF ALSO PROPOSE THAT A FRESH WATER CULVERT BE
OPENED TO ALLOW THE GROWING OF FRESH WATER REEDS THAT CAN BE
UTILIZED TO LEARN AND PRESERVE THE PRACTICE OF THE OHLONE
PEOPLE, USED FOR MILLENNIA TO MAKE BASKETS AND OTHER CULTURAL
OBJECTS.

THE FRESHWATER CULVERT AREA IS RELATED TO LARGER DEMOGRAPHIC
PLANTINGS AND BECOMES A CENTER FOR PROGRAMING AND FESTIVALS.



CULTURE/CULVERT STUDY: LAKE MERRITT ESTUARY CHANKEL PROJELCT
SASAK| . LEwIS DESOTO . JOHM ROLOFF
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CULTURE/NATURE SIGNIFICATION SYSTEMS

A RANGE OF SYSTEMS AND MARKERS TO REPRESENT AND CELEBRATE
CULTURAL AND NATURAL RELATIONSHIPS: 0OAKLAND SISTER CITES,
CLIMATIC CHANGE, GEOLOGIC BIOLOGIC AND COMMUNITY-BASED SUBJECTS.

A FLAGPOLE SYSTEM OF DIFFERENT SCALES: A 100 METER HIGH POLE
WITH AN ENERGY-PRODUCING FLAG TO INTEGRATED FLAG, SEATING, WIND
POWERED LIGHTING AND INFORMATION KIOSKS DISTRIBUTED THROUGHOUT

THE SITE.

FLAGS DESIGNED BY PCCD AND COMMUNITY FOR ROTATING EVENTS AND
FESTIVALS ARE RELATED T0O FLAG DESIGN AND CREATION.

EXCHANGE PROGRAMS BETWEEN OAKLAND SISTER CITIES, SCIENTIFIC
RECORDING AND MARKING INSTRUMENTS/STRUCTURES, WATER
OXYGENATION SYSTEMS, ALTERNATIVE ENERGY AND INTER-SPECIES
RELATIONSHIP/MIGRATION PROJECTS.
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7TH STREET BRIDGE - BYPASS CHANNEL

THE PASSAGES BENEATH THE /TH STREET BRIDGE ARE BEING REDESIGNED
TO INCREASE THE TIDAL FLOW BETWEEN LAKE MERRITT AND THE OAKLAND
ESTUARY.

DESOTO/ROLOFF PROPOSE A SERIES OF OPTICALLY EXPANDING, FLOW
DEMARKATION TREATMENTS TO MAKE THE PEDESTRIAN AND SMALL CRAFT
JOURNEY THROUGH THESE PASSAGES A PHENOMENOLOGICAL EXPERIENCE

AND ADVENTURE.

CAREFULLY ARRANGED, MIRRORED STAINLESS STEEL PANELS AND
LIGHTING, OPTICALLY EXPAND SPACIAL AND HYDROLOGIC PHENOMENA.

LININGS OF CAST FLOW STRUCTURES MIMIC HYDRO/GEOLOGIC FORMATIONS.

A POTENTIAL SITE FOR A MODEL TIDE-GENERATED ENERGY SYSTEM.
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SITED SCULPTURE: RECIPROCAL RESCUE

THE ESTUARY CHANNEL SCULPTURE COLLECTION IS PRESENTLY
CONTROVERSIAL AND IN A STATE OF NEGLECT.

DESOTO/ROLOFF PROPOSE A DUAL (RECIPROCAL) SYSTEM TO EXTEND THE
PHYSICAL, CONCEPTUAL AND CULTURAL RELATIONSHIP OF THE SCULPTURE
TO THE ESTUARY SITE.

THE SCULPTURE IS RESCUED, LIKE ABU SIMBEL, FROM THE RISING SEAS OF
GLOBAL WARMING (AND CONTROVERSY) BY ELEVATION ON PLINTHS PACKED
WITH EMERGENQCY SUPPLIES. THE SCULPTURES BECOME ARMATURES FOR
SURVIVAL.

IN TIMES OF EMERGENDCY, AS DURING THE 1906 EARTHRUAKE, PARKS
BECOME REFUGE SITES. THE ESTUARY CHANNEL SPACE IS NOW PREPARED
TO AID ITS CITIZENS.
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